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[Liel -Gen. Phil H. Sheridan, in Korth American
RBeview. |

Pohlic sttention having of late been ooca-
gonally called to some of the events that oc-
surred in the closing scenes of the Virginia
esmpaign, terminating at Appomattox Court-
House, April 8, 1865, 1 feel it my duty to give
#o history the following facis:

When, April 4, 1865, being at the head of the
esvalry, I threw scross the line of General |
Lee's march, at Jettersville, on the Richmond
and Danville Rsilroad, my personal escort, the
First United States cavalry, numbering aboeut
200 men, & tall, lauk man was scen coming
down the road from the direction of Amelia
Court-Honse, riding & small mule and beading |
soward Burkesville Junction, to which point
General Crook had, early that morning, boen |
erdered with bis division of cavalry, to break
the railroad and telegraph lines. The man and
the mule were bronzght 1o 2 halt, and the mule
and himself closely examined, under strong |
remonstrances at the indignity done to a |
Bounthern gentleman. ERemonsirance, however,
was without avail, and in his boots two tele-
gramswere found from the commissary-gencral
of Lee's army, saying: “ The army is at Amelia |
Court-House, short of provisions ; send 300,000 |
rations quickly to Barkesville Junction.” One |
of these dispaiches was for the Confederate
Bupply Departinent at Danville, the other for

i wourself,

| contesis ensued that
i Bailor's

that at Lynchburg. It was at once presumed |
that, after the dispatches were written, the |
selegraph line had been broken by General |
Crook north of Burkesville, and they were on |

i some stati the break, to |
Shctruay to Sy Khe brenk, to l be seen that General Lee would be obliged to |

be telegraphed. They revealed where Lee was,

and from them some estimate couid also be |
formed of the number of his troops. Orders |

were at once given to General Crook to come

|
mp the road from Burkesville to Jeitersville, |

and to General Merritt, who,
other two divisions of cavalry, had fol-

Jowed the rosd from Petersburgz, on the |
south side of and mear the Appomatiox |

River, to close in without delsy an Jettersville,
while the Fifth Army Corps, under the la-
mented Grifiin, which was about ten or fifteen
miles behind, was marched st a guick pace to
the same point, and the road in front of Lec's
srmy blocked until the arrival of the balance
of the Army of the Potomac the aflarnoon of
the pext day. My command was pinched for
provisions, and these dispatches indicated an
epportunity o obtain a supply; so, callisg for
Licutenzut -Colonel Yeung, commanding my
soouts, four men, in the most approved gray,

with the |

' and Appomattox station became the objective

wereselected—good, brave, smart fellows, know-

ing every cavalry regiment in the Confederate |
army, and as good “Johonies” as were in that |
army, so far as bearing and language were con- |

cernod. They were directed to go to Burkes
ville Junection and there separate. Two were

o go down the Lynchburg branch of the rail- |
road until & Coufederate telograph siation was |

found, from which they were to transmit by

wire the above-mentioned rebel dispatches, rep- |
wesent the suffering condition of Lee's army, |
watch for the trains, and hurry the provisions |

sn to Burkesville, or in that direction.
other fwo were to go on the Danville branch,

The |

and had similar lnstruetions. The mission was |
sccomplished by those who went out on the !

Loynchburg branch, but I am not cortain abont

thie success of the other party; at all events, no

sstione gume from Dauville that I know of,
THE ENEMY BEOUGHT TO BAY.

T arrived st Jettersville with the zdvance of |
&y command—the First United States cav- |

slry—on the sfiernoon of the 4th of April. I
knew the condition sod position of the rehel
army from the dispetches yeferred to, and also
from the following letter, (erroncously dated
April 5,) taken from & colored mun wholkas
septured later i the day:
Axxiaa, C. K., April 5, 1865.

Dran Mamata : Qur armny is rained, [ fear. We
are ull safens yet. Shyron jell us sick.
lor ix well ; saw him yesterduy. Weare in lne of
buttie this morning. General Robert Lee is in the
Sield near us. My trust is still 4n the justios of our
onuse and that of God., Gencral Hill is killed. 1
saw Murrey 8 few minules since. Bernard Terry
be snid was tuken prisoner, but mny get cut. 1
seud Llis by & negro 1 sec passiag up the railroad
bo Mictienburg. Love to adl our devated son,

Wi B. Tavior, Colonel,

I sccordingly sent out my escort to demon-
strate and make as much ado as they could, by

{ at once ensucd,

| hundred bagzage
| trains. had been
' were taken possession of

Jobu Tay- | pincers soldiers in the command, whose de!

in line of battle, facing the encmy at Amelia
Court-House, I thought it best to attack at
once, but this was not done. I then began to
be afraid the encmy would, in the night, by a

march to the right from Amelia Court-House,
sttempt to pass our left flank aud again put us
this impression I sent to Geueral Grant the
following dispatch:

JETTERSVILLE, April 5, 1865, 3 p. m.,
Licutenant-General U, 8. GRAXT,

GenEraL: I send voeu the inclosed letter, which
will give you an idea of the condition of the enemy
brigade this moming around on my h-_ﬂ flank. ll_t
captured al Fames' Cross-roads five pieces of artil- |

in the rear of his retreating columns. Under
Cavarey HEADQUARTERS,
Commanding armies of the United States.
and thelr whereabouts, 1 sent General Davies'
lery, about 20 wagans, and eight or nine battle-

| flagsand anumber of priconers. TheSecond Army

ing up. 1 wish you were hore |
I fewd confident of capturing the army of
Northern Virginia if we exert ourselves., 1 ses no
escape for Lee, 1 will put all my eavalry oul on
our jeill fank, except Mackenzie, who is now on
the right.
(Signed)

GRANT COMING TO THE FROXNT.
On receipt of this he immediately started for

Corgs 15 now coim

P H. Saexipaw, Maj.-Gen,

| my headquarters at Jettersviile, arriving there

about 11 o'cleck of the night of April 5th. |
Next morning, April 6th, the infantry of the

army advanced on Amelin Court-House. It

! was found before reaching it that the enemy
| had turned our left flink snd taken another

road to Saillor's Creck and Farmvillee The

| cavalry did not advance with the infantry on

Amelia Court-House, but moved to the left and
rear, at daylight on the morning of the 6th,
and struck the moving columns of the enemy’s
infantry and artillery, with which a series of
resulted in the battle of
Croek, where Lieutenant-General
Ewell lost his command of about ten thousand
men, and was himself taken prisoner, together
with ten other gencral ofiicers.

We now come to the morning of the 7th. I
thought that Les2 would not abandon the di-
reet road to Danville throngh Prince Edward's
Court-House, and early om the morning of the
7th, directed General Crook to follow up his
rear, while with Merritt (Custer’'s and Devin's |

| divisions) 1 ewung off to the left, and moved
| guickly to strike the Danville road six or eight
| miles south of Prince Edward's Court-House, |

and thus again head or cut off all or some 0!‘?
the retreating Confederate army. On reaching |
that road, it was found that General Lee'sarmy

| bad not passed, and my command was instantly
| turned north for Priuce Edward’s Court-Honse,

A detachment ordered to move with the great-
est celerity, via Prince Edward’s Court-YHouse,
reported that Lee had crossed the Appomattox
at and near Farmville, and that Crook had
followed him. On looking at the map it will

pass throngh Appomattox Court-House and
Appomattox station on the milroad, to reach |
Lynchbarg by the road he had taken north of

the Appomatiox River, and that that was the |
longest road to get there. He had givea the |
shortest one—the one south of the river—to |
the cavalry. General Crook was at once sent for,
and the three divisions, nwinbering perhaps at
that timo 7,000 men, coucentrated on the pight |
of the Tth of April st and near Prospect station
on the Lynchburz and Richmond Raiiroad, |

peoint of the cavalry for the operations of the
next day, tho Sth.
CAPTURING THE COXFTEDERATE RATIONS.
Meantime my scouts had not been idle, but
bhad followed down the railroad, looking out
for the trains with the 300,000 rations which
they Lad telegraphed for on the nizht of the
4th. Just before reaching Appomatiox Station,
they found five trains of cars feeling their way
along in the dircetion of Burkesville Junction,
not knowing exactly where Lee was. They
induced the person in charge to come farther
on by their deseription of the pitiable condi-
tion of the Confederate troops. Our start on the |
morning of the St was before the sun was up,
and having proceeded but a few miles, Major .
White, of the scouts, reached me with the news |
that the traius were east of Appomattox sta-
tion, that he had sncceeded in bringing them
on some distance, but was afraid that they |
would again be run bsck to thestation. Intel- |
ligence of this fact was immediutely commu- |
nicated to Crook, Merritt, and Custer, and the
latter, who bad the advance, was urged not to
letthe trains escape, 2ud I pushed on and joined
him. Before reaching the station, Custer de- |
tailed two regiments to raake a detour, strike |
the railroad Leyoud the station, tear up the
track and secure the trains. This was aceom-
plished, but on the arrival of the main body of
our sdvance st the station, ¥ was found that
the advance-guard of Lee's army was just com-
ing on the ground. A sanguinary engzagement
The encmy was driven off,
artillesy eaptured, and four
wagons burned., Fhe railroad

forty pieces of

by locomiotive eu-

{oht
ight

| 8t aguin getting at their former employment

was 80 great that they produced the wildest
confosion by ranoing the trains to and fro on
the track, and makinz such an  wnearthly

| sereeching with the whistles, that [ was at one

eontinuous firing in front of the enemy at or |

mesr Amelia Court-House pending the arrival
of the Fifth Corps.
course of the afiernoon, and was put into posi-
tion at right suples with the Richmond and
Danville road, with its left resting on a pond
or swawmp on the left of the road. Toward
don of cavalry, and later General 1
bis twe divisions;
pluces, The Fifth Corps, sfter its arrival, !
thrown up carthworks snd made it i
strong enongh to kold cut agaiz
smrival of the main
Potoieac, now mmpidly comi
over which I had travelcd,
On the aftarnoon and richt of the 4th. no at
tack was made by the eneny
foree in his front—the Fifth Corps
divisions of cavalry—aud by the
the Gth, I began to Lulieve tha
ghe mzin road if he conid, and pass around
left flunk to Sudlor's Creck and Farmville
watch this smspected movewmrni, culy en the
morning of the 5th, I sent Duvies’ brigade of
Crook's division f eavalry to maulke
maissance in thet dfvootion, The revul
enoountor by Davies with a larce train of weg-
ons, under esnort, moving in tle dircetion an-
Sicipated. Thetrain wes attecked by him,
shout 200 wagons were Burnied, and five picoes
of artillory and 8 lirge nuwber of prisoners
eaptured. Jn the a%temosn of April 5, the
mein holdy of the Army of the Potomac came
o Gégrpl Moads
=8 to put the i,
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»

aud Lhres

=y

i
1

ard

a2

al

6 o geiilien, which 1 4

That ecorps came up iu the |

]

evening General Crock srrived with his divis- |
Merritt, with |
and a1l took their desionated |

ug up on the liucs | ou

upon the small |

time on the point of ordering the trains burnt;
but we finally got
our year ten or liftecn miles, to Ord and Giblon,
who, with the infautry, were following the cay-
alry. Thocavalry eontinved the fighting nearly
ail that aight, driviag the enemy back to l.h:.:
vicinity of Appomatiox Court-House, a dis-
tance of about four miles, thus giving him no
reposc, «nd covering the weakness of the at-
tacking force.

FEEPARING FOR THE FINAL CHARGE.

I remember well the little frame house just |

south of the si;

he cavalry

aition whore the headgnarters of

rested, or ratlier, remained, for
the night of the 5th,

ng Lack to our honored chief

P |

i was requested to push

- B

o1 the wearisd To-morrow was 1o end

le probability, but
ary that the infaniry

r troublss
Lo doubly insure the re-

kK, =ud Custer were, at times.

v&8 in t. Oor

3 wive about to closo; our

end. There was no sleep;

little for the previous eight

every heax

elore .“.L‘.':i"._-:!
came in reporting il
After o hast

1P

i command.

| posi

| wo were in the:

| the vicinily of Appomaiiox Court-House. As

| we weve approaciing the villuge, 8 heavy line

| of ConfeCorate iniautry was seon advancing,

i and rapid firing commenced. Riding to a slight
clevation, whers T eonld zet a view of the ad-
vancing exerny, I immediately sent directions
to General Menmitt for Custer's and Devin's

v eonsullation about

2ons to-bo tako:

w

was urwell aud requestsd | divisions to elowly f2ll Lack, and a8 they did

| 20, to withdraw te oar might flack, thus un-

them off, and ran them to |

secured in the first onset, and |

| charge!

|

Dis- |

[ I wes attuched as a cadet

masking Ord’s and Gibbon's infantry. Crook
and Mackenzie, on the extreme left, were or-
dered to hold fast. I then hastily galloped back
to give General Ord the benefit of my informa-
tion. No sooner had the enemy’s line of batile
reached the elevation from which my reeon-
naissance had been made, and from whence
could be distinctly secen Ord’s troops in the dis-
tance, than he ealled a sudden hslt, and a retro-
grade movement began to a ridge aboul one
mile o his rear, Shortly afterward I returned
from General Ord to the front, making for Gen-
eral Merritt's battle-flag on the right flank of
the line. On reaching it, the order to advance
was given, and every guidon was bent to the
front, and as we swept by toward the left of
the enemy’s line of battle, he opened a beavy
fire from artillery. No heed was paid to the

| deadly missiles, and, with the wildest yells, we

soon reached a point some distanee to his right
and nearly opposite Appomattox Court-House,
Beyvond us, in a low valley, lay Lee and the
remnant of his army. There did not appearto
be much organizution, except in the advince
troops under General Gordon, whom we had
been fighting, and a rear-gnard nnder General

| Longstreet, still farther up the valley. Forma-

tions were immediately commenced, to make a
bold and sweeping charge down the grassy

slope, when an aid-de-camp from Custer, filled |

with excitement, hat in hand, dashed op to me
with the message from his chief: “ Lee has
surrendered! Do not charge ; the white flag is
up!"” Orders were given to complete the forma-

| tion, but not to charge.

RIDING INTO THE CONFEDERATE LINES.

Looking to the left, to Appomattox Court-
House, a large group was seen near by the lines
of Confederate treops that had fallen back to
that point. General Custer had not come back,
and, supposing that he was with the groap at
the Court-House, I moved on agallop down the
narrow ridge, followed by my stafi, TheCourt-
House was, perhaps, three-fourths of o mile dis-
tant. We had not gone far before a heavy fire

| was epened on ns from a skirt of timber to our
| Tight, and distant not much over three Lun-
dred vards I halted for & moment, and taking |

of my hat, ealled out that the flag was being
violated, but could notstop the firing, which now
caused us all to take sheiter in aravinerunning
parallel to the ridze we were on, and down
which we then traveled. Aswe approached
the Court-House, a gentle ascent bhad to be
made. I was in advunce, followed by a ser-
geant carrying my battle-flaz. Within one
hundred to one hundred and fifty yards from
the Court-House and Confederate lines, somo

{ of the men in their ranks brought down their

guns to an aim on us, and great etfort was made
by their officers to keep them from firing, I
halted, and hearing some noise behind, turned
in the saddle, and saw a Confederate soldier at-
tempting to take my battle-flag from #he ecolor-
bezrer. This the sergeant had no idea of sub-

nitting to, and hiad drawn his saber to cut the
man down. A word from me caused him to re-
turn his saber, and take the fag Iack to the
staff-oflicers, who were some little distance be-
hind. I remsained stationary a moment after

{ these events, then calling a stall~oflicer directed

him to goover to the group of Confederate
officers, and demand what such conduct meant.
Kind apologies were made, and we advancead.
The supericr oflicers met were Geuneral J. B.
Gordon, and General Cadmus M. Wileox, the
latter an old army officer. As soon as the first
greeting was over, & furious firing commeneed
in front of our own cavalry from whom wo haa
only a few minutes before separated. General
Gordon seemed to be somewhat disconcerted by
it. I remarked to him, “ Genernl Gordon,
vour men fired onme as I was coming over
here, and undoubledly they have done the
same to Merritt's and Custer's commands, We
might just as well let them fightitont.” To this
praposition General Gordon did net accede, 1
then asked, “ Why not send a stafi~officer and
have your people eense firing? They are vio-
lating the flag!” He said, *“I have no stafi-
oflicertosend.” I replied, * I will let you have
one of mine;” and calling for Lieutenant Van-
derbilt Allen, he was dirceted to report to Gen-
eral Geary, who was in command ef a small
brigade of South Carclina eavalry, and ask him
to discontinne the firing. Lieutenant Ailen

{ dashed off with the message, but, on delivering

it to General Geary, was taken prisoner, with
the remark from that officer, that he did not
care for white flags; that South Carolinians
never surrendered.

MERLITT BRINGS THEM TO THHIR EENEES,

It was about this time that Mervilt, getting
impatient st the supposed treacherous firing,
ordercd a charge of a portion of his command,

! While Generals Gordon aud Wiicox were en-
| . - -
| gaged in conversation with me, acloud

of dust,
a wild hurral:, a flashing of sabers, indieated
charge, aud the ejaculations of my stafi~otlicors
were heard, *Look! Merritt has ordercd

e

T'he last gun had been fived, and the last charge
mude in the Virginia campaicn,

yhile the seenes thus related were taking
place, the conversation I now speak of was oc-
carrivg between General Gordon and myself,
Afier the first galutution, Geveral Gordon re-
marked: “General Lee asks for a suspension of
hostilities pending the negotiations which he
has been having for the last day and nightwith
General Grant.” I rejoined: “I have been
constantly informed of the prozress of the ue-
gotiations, and think it siogular that while
such negotiations are going on, General Lee

| should have continued his march and atlempted

to break through my lines this morning with
the view of escaping. 1 ean entertain no terms
except the condition that General Lee will sur-
render to General Grant on bis arrvival here.
I have sent for him. If these torms ars not ae-
cepled, we will renew hostilities”
Gordon replied: “General Lea's

Geueral

army is ex-

hausted. There is no douht of his surrender to

General Graut on his arrival.”

“ONE SOILED SIIIRT AND A PAIR OF DRAWERS."”
General Wilcox, whom I knew guite well, he

having been captain of the eompany to which

at the military

| academy, then stepped to his borse, and taking
| hold of the suddle-bags, said, ina jocular way :

* Here, Sheridan, take these saddle-bags; they

| have one soiled shirt and a pair ot drawers.

, Genearal Ord |
s near approach of his |
' also.”
by the incoming troops,

L off for the front, in I

You have burned everything else I Lad in the
world, and I think you are entitled to these
He was alluding, of course, to the de-
struction of the baggage trains which had been
going on for some days.

When the terms above referred to were sot-
tled, each army agreed to remain in sfefu guo
until the arrival of General Grant, whom Colo-

nel Newhall, my adjutant-general, had gone

for. Generals Gordon and Wilcox then re-
turned to see General Lee, and promised te
come back in about thirty minutes, and during
that time General Ord joined me at the eourt-
house, At the end of thirty or forty minutcs

{ all present were introduced.

| of the surrender.

o

H
The flight of Geary's brizade [ol- |
| Jowed ; Lieutennnt Allen was thus released. |

General Gordon returned in company with
General Longstreet.  The latter, who com-
manded Lee's rear gnard back on the Farm-
ville road, seemed somewhat alarmed lest Gen-
eral Meade, who was following up from Farm-
ville, might attack, not knowing the condition
of affuirs at the front. To prevent this, I pro-
posed to send my chief of stafl, General J. W.
Forsyth, accompanicd by a Confederate officer,
back thirough the Confederate army and inform
General Meade of the existing state of affairs,
He at once started, accompanied by Colonel
Fairfax, of General Longstreet's staff, met
the advance of the Army of the Potomac, and
communicated the conditions,

MEETING OF GENERALE GRANT AND LEE.

In the meantime, General Les eame over to
McLane’s house in the village of Appomattox
Court-House. I am mnot eertain whether
General Babeock, of General Grant's staff,
wio had arrived in advance of the Gen-
eral, had gone over to see him or not.
We had waited some hours, and, I think,
about 12 or 1 o'clock General Grant arrived.
General Ord, myself, and many oflicers were in
the main road leading throuzh the town, at a
point where ILee's army was visible. General
Grant rode up, and greeted me with, *“Sheridan,
how are you?"” 1replied, “I am very well,
thank yeu.” He then said, * Where is Lee?”
I replicd, **There i3 his army down in that
valley; he is over in that house (pointing oub
Mclgan's), waiting to surrender to you.”
General Grant, still without dismounting,
gaid, “ Come, let us go over. He then made
the same request to General Ord, and we all
went to Mel.ean’s hounse, Those who en-
tered with General Grant were, a8 nearlyas I
can recollect, Ord, Rawlins, Seth Williams,
Ingalls, Babcock, Parker, and myself; the
staff' officers, or those who accompanied, re-
maining outside on the porch steps and in
the yard. On entering the parior, wo found
General Lee standing in company with Colo-
nel Marshal, his aid-ds-camp. The first grect-
ing was to General Seth Williams, who had
been Lece’s adjutant when he was superin-
tendent of the Militdary Academy. General
I.ee was then presented to General Grant, and
General Lee was
dressed in g new gray uniorm, evidently put
on for the occasion, and wore a handsoma
sword. He had on his face the expression of
relief from a heavy burden.
uniform was soiled with mud and service, and
he wore no sword. Affer s few words had
been spoken by those who knew General Lee,
all the officers retired, except, perhaps, one
stafl officer of General Grant's, and the one
who was with Genersd Lee. We lad not been
ahsent from the room longer than about five
minutes, when General Babcock came to the
door and said, “ The sarreader has taken place
—you can come in again”

THE SURRENDER.

When we re-entersd, Genernl Grant was
writing on a little wooden, cliptieal-shaped
table {purchased by me from Mr. McLean and
presented ta Mrs. G, A, Caster) the conditions
General Lea was sitting,
his hands resting on the hilt of his sword, to
the left of Gencral Grant, with his back to a
emall murile-lopped table, on which many
books were piled. While General Grant was
writing, friendly conversation wad engaged in
by General Lee and his-aid with the officers

| present, and he took from his breast-pocket

two dispaiches, which had been seat to him by
me during the forencon, notifying him that
some of his cavalry, in front of Crook, were
violating tire agreement entered into by with-
drawing. I had not had time to make copies
when they were sent and had made a request
to have them returned.
me with the remark, “I am sorry.

not fully understand the agreement.”

About one hour was eceupied in drawing up
end signing the terms, when General Lec re-
tired from the heuse with a cordial shake of
the hend with General Grant, mounted his
chunky, gray borse, and lifting his hat passed
through the gate and rode over the crest of
the hill to his army, On his arrival there, we
heard wild cheering, which scemed to be taken

up progressively by his treops, either for him, |

or because of satisfaction with his last official
act as a soldier.

The New First Corps Association,

During the Reunion of the Army of the Po-
tomac, held in the city of Washington, May 17,
the members of the late First Army Corps held
a meeting at the Ehbitt House and effected a
more permanent organjzation than heretofore
existed. A constitution was adopted, a copy of
which can be obtained by addressing the corre-

sponding secrctary, Josenh Y. Kirkley, of the |

Adjutant-General's Office, Washineton, D. C
Article 1I provides that any honorably dis-
charged soldier who at avy time has served in
gaid First Army Corps, or in the Third Co rps
of the Army of Virgzinia, or any civilian volun-
teer serviug in cither of said corps who re-
ceived honorable mention for services rendered

shall be eligible to membership mpon furnish-
ing satisfactory evidenes of said honorable dis-
charge or service.

colleetion and presevvation of recerds of the
services rendered by the eorps during the war
of the rebetlion, Article XilL The fee for ad-
mission ipto the asseeintion shall be one dollar,
and the annuual dues fifty centa. The follow-
ing oilicers were clocted to serve for one year:
President, G. G. Benedict, Burlington, Vt.;
first vice-president, Issao S. Ticlienor, Wash-
imgton, D. C.; second wvice-president, E. P,
Halstead, Washington, 1. C.; corresponding
secretary, Joseph W, Kirkley, Georgetown, D,
C. s recording gocrots ry, lra N. Burritt, Wash-
ingion, D. C.; tressurer, Thomas M, Exley,
Washington, D, C.; historian, James H. Stine,
Washitgton, D, C,

”
New Orleans ¥iiitla In Bokion.

The Continental Guayd, of New Orleans,
arrived at Boston on ths 1:ith inst, and were
received by the National Lancers, Charlestown
Cadets, and & large ¢rowd. Mayor Palmer
welcomed the visitors, They were entertained
at the annual digner of the National Lancers
on the followile day, Among the gnests were
Governor Butier and Mayvor Palmer. Governor
Buatler said: “A most glorious resalt of the
recent war, which none would say should not
have been fought, wonld be in the coming eon-
test—and come one mupst—when there will be
anity of former enemiag fichting shoulder to
ghoulder.” General Butlér said that he onee
entered New Orieans ag ag encmy, but left it
as a friend. In parting he told the people that
the bane of their prosperity was the curse of
slavery. They doubted him then, but knew it
nGW. In conclusion, speaking to all as fellow-
citizens, with eommon jnterests, the Governor
gaid: * We have commaon glories to gain here-
after, it may be against enamies which onece
ware the uniforms you wear,” (indicating the
red-coated lancers.) Thoe speech was well re-
eeived and heartily applauded.

b

General Grant's [

He banded them to |
It is pos- |
sible my cavalry at that point of the line did |

BATTLE OF SPRING HILL

The Sixty-fourth 0. V. L in the Ten-
nessee Campaign,

A FORCED MARCH.

Stanley Reaches Spring Hill Not
a Minute Too Soon.

THE 64ts IN ADVANCE.

— e e
Schofield's Army Escapes From
the Clutches of Hood.

[By R. C. Brown, Sixty-fourth 0. V. L]

The Sixty-fourth regiment of Ohio veteran
volunteer infantry was recruited, under the
supervision of Hon. Joha Sherman, in the
autnmmn of 1861, at Mansfizld, Ohio, and in De-
cember of the same year was sent into Ken-
tucky, and became a part of the Army of the
Camberiand. Among the battles it engazed in
were those of Shiloh, Murfreesbore’, Chicka-
manga, Mission Ridgze, the relief of Knoxville,
Rocky-face Ridge, Resaca, Adairsville, Alla-
toona, Dallas, New Hope Church, Lost Moun-
tain, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, At-
lanta, Jonesboro', and Lovejoy Station. This,
with a good deal of skirmishing and marching,
brings the regiment, November 24th, 1864, to
Columbia, Temn., and to that part of its history
more particularly herein dealt with. ‘Bhis
regiment was a part of the Third brizade,
Second division, Fourth Army Corps, and in
General Thomas’ command. The Confeder-
ate srmy,—which had required Sherman foar
months to push from Chattanooga to Atlanta,
now greatly inspired and enlarged by the eon-
scription act,—amounting to fully 51.0%0 men,
was confronted by about 26,000 men left under
Thomas when Sherman started to the sea,
Thomas having ordered Schofield to the front,
left him with seme general instriuctions, while |
he went to Nashville and gave personal atten-
tion to equipping and increasing his army for
an active campaign,

Inexperienced troops just arrived, and those
on guard and detached duty, wherever they
could be spared, were organized into brigades
and divisions ; corrals were looked over, and
the States of Tennessce and Kentucky were
searched for horses to take the place of those
required to fit out Sherman, A, J. Smish, with

souri. but had not arrived. Thomas hoped to
be able, with sufiicient foree, to meet IHood be-
fore he would reach Nashville, and scatter his
forees to tho winds, as be finally did.
HOOD THROWING HIS ARMY ACROSS SCHO-
FIELD'S LINE OF RETREAT.
Returning to Columbia, we find that on the
night of the 27th of November, in the face of
the enemy, tbis regiment, with its brigade,
croszad Duck River on & burning bridge, aban-
doning the works and forts on the Columbia
side, taking position, the following mornine,
on the north bank. Hood, now intent on imi-
tating Sherman in the Atlanta campaign, lefta
small portion of his army, consisting of two
divisions of Lee's corps and mosf of his artil- |

| throw his army across the Columbia pike at

{ arms for the night, within easy range of the
one small eorps, had been ordered on from Mis- |

lery, along the south bank of the river to con-

front Schofield, while he in person moved the |
corps of Cheatham and Stewart and one divis- |
ion of Lee's five miles above Columbia, and
erossed the river on the morning of the 20th, ‘
at daybreak, and marched direct for Spring

Iiil, a point on the road leading from Colum- |
bia to Nashville, and twelve miles in rear of |

| Schofield’s army. Schofield was slow to be- |

lieve that Hood was doing jost what he was
mosb likely to do, viz, cross the river beyond !
his lires and move around him. Wilson, who
was in command of the Federal cavalry and |

Schofield, on the 23th, that Forrest had crossed, |
and that night reported to him that Hood was |
preparing to cross en route for Spring Hill, and |
also reported the same to Thomas at Nash.
ville. Schofield, not convinced of his sit-
uation at daylizht on the moming of the
20th, ordered General Wood, of the Fourth
Corps, to make a reconnaissance up the river.
Wood reported back, confirming the reports
sent by Wilson. Instead of Schofield with-
drawing hisarmy immedintely and confronting
Hood at Spring Hill, (as Thomas seems to have
ordered him to doseveral hours before, j between
Band ¢ o'clock a. m. sent Stanley with Wag- |
ner's division, consisting of three brigades, with
the traims, to that peint; Schofield, with the
remaindér of the army, confionted a fragment |

{ of the Confederate army at Duek River until |

late in the afternoon. Stanley and the three |
brigades made a rapid march, the men actnally

| running most of the way, arriving about noon
in actual battle with either of the corps named, |

to find the rebel cavalry already entering the
town from the east. On this march the Sixty-

| fourth regiment led the division, and upon

Eadinlon Tha ohicct of | . . -
el T e ) SERRVRAR 111 The object of | nearing the town the writer, who was in com-
tais association shall be the premotion of kindly |

foeling, the revival ef old associabions, and the |

mand, was erdered to advance it and drive |
back the cavalry. Six companies were at first
deployed, four being held as a reserve.  As the |
infantry advanced the cavslry drew back with
at first but little firing. They were soon re-
enforced, and as they gathered strength they
became more bold and defiant, The reserve |
was now used as a protection for the flanks of
our skirmish-line, and the enemny was still
pushed back until he had gaihered such
strength that he reached far out beyond our
line.
CALLING FOR RE-ENFORCEMENTS.

When we asked for some re-enforcements
Major Coulter, with the Sixty-iifth Ohio, soon
reported, and was sent on the right, with its |
right well retired. With this support the |
Sixty-fourth drew more to the left, and again |
advanced, driving the enemy rapidly in front |
until more than a the outskirts of |
the town, where the Lealof Cheatham’s corps |

was met., Theskin:! hud now gained the 5
top of a low range of |

I while sheltered
by a fenco in frond Loy pouved upon the enemy
such \ullug.':-; that the Licad of his t‘li[;lm:‘l, imn-
rant of our strength, drew back and formed in
line for battle, which consumed some time,
This done, he woved upon our line, and with a
massive enemy within a stone’s throw in front
and flanks beset with cavalry, we drew off the
skirmishers through an extensive field of dry
and standinz com-stalks, 'The cavalry, seeing
our line withdraw, dashed in from our left, but
were checked by the volleys and bayonets of
the companies reserved on that flank., Having
crossed the fence out of the ficld, our skirmish-
ers again baflled and for s time checked the
enemy’s advance, The cavalry from the right
now sought to gain position in our rear, but

mile fiom

{ the Republic, and commissioned officers, in-

=1

high fences in that direction rendered cavalry ' Ameriean Revolution, and so similar to the

inoperative. Forced from this, the skirmishers |

took position behind a fence on the western
side of a lane that led in a northern direction,

' and again, as before, brought the encmy to a

stand. This las§ position was given up enly
when the enemy in line of battle had reached
the fence on the oppesite side of the lane. The
skirmishers made their way up the slope, tak-
ing advantage of the timber which stood im
rear to deal out destruction toan army in foree
now stretching onut around us in a semi-circle,

with its left well advanced. Thus, from pillar |

to post, this little detachment allowed no op-
portunity to pass without bafiling and detain-

ing the enemy. Stubbornly it fought its way

back to Spring Hill, where it joined the di- | H™
| which may still be readily deciphered.

vision, which had been engaged during this

time in locating and putting up a line of works |
for defense. As the regiment drew near the |

main line, having bafied the enemy for more

than three hours, General Bradley, then in

command of the Third brizade, and who was |

soon after wounded, eame forward to compli-

ment us for the work we had done.

FORMATION OF THE DIVISION AT SPRING HILL,
AND MAXNER OF HOOD'S ATTACK.

Bradley's brigade was on the right, Lane’s in
the center, and Opdycke’s on the left. all enst
of and some distance from the Columbia pike,
Bradley was in advance of the other two and
directiy facing the main advance of Cheatham.
Just before night Cheatham struck our main
line, falling heavily on Brudley, drove him
from his position, and pressed hijym back almost |
to the Celumlda pike. As Bradley was driven
back, Lane relused his right, and Opdycke
spread out his line to the left to hold the pike |
above the town. Just then the Sixth Ohio

ttery, which had distingaished itself on so
many battlefields, arrived opportanely from
Columbia, and, from the right of Bradley's
brigade, sent a sharp fire of artillery down the
enemy's left, which threw them into confusion.
Night was now on, and farther advance was
suspended, when Cheatham reported to Hood:
“Their line seemed too long for me.” At this
time Schofield had a part of his army on the
road to Spring Hiill, while a part of it was still
on the bank of the river at Columbia. That
Hood, despite these three brigades, did not

Spring Hill and secure the destruction of Scho-
fleld, so manifestly within his grasp, showsa
torper which can only be explained on the
principle that he was ignorant of the numbers
confronting him. He had allowed his army,
counsisting of more than two corps, with all his
cavalry, as we have shown, to be baffled and
kept back more than three hours, chicfly by the
action of one regiment before he reached
Spring Hill. And now he settles down on bis

road, along which,in the darknessof the night,
Schofield and his army quictly moved on en
route for Franklin. Schofield, by his inered-
ulity, beinz out-generaled at Columbia, the
safety of the Federal army depended on baf-
fling and delaying the enemy at Spring Hill
until night—that wished-for beon of Welling-
ton at Waterloo—wonld eome. In effecting
that delay and thus averting imminent dis-
aster, this single Olio regiment displayed an
amount of courage seldom equaled, but at a
cost to the regiment in kilied and wounded of
forty-seven. Darkness had now elosed down
upcn us, and we began to reckon our losses
and discomforts of the day. Last night|
we were af arms uuder an enemy’s guns at

Columbia; to-night, with cur srmy on the road

twelve miles nearer the eapital of the State,

and in open fleld confronting an ovéerwhelming

foree, liable at any time to rise up and sweep

down upon us. Every soldier being conscious

of this, no eyes were clozed in sleep, but the |
exhansted men remained in unbroken line to |
defend what they had so nobly fought for |
through the day, namely, to-keep open a pas-
sage on the Columbia pike. Thas the night |
passed, and so did the forces from Columbia.
Before day began to dawn, the three brigades, |

| beginning with ths richt, Opdycke's beinz the
| last, withdrew, following Schofield to Franklin. |
| patroling the river above Columbin, reported to |

And now Hood had allowed to pass one of the
grandest opportunities for an easy and eom-
plete overthrow of a hitherto eflicient army
that the history of the rebellion can produce,
and Schofle!d had convinced %t least the Army
of the Cumberland that he wus unable success- |
fully to command an army in the fiskd,

MILITARY SOCIETIES.

Relation of the Rezular Army to the G. A. B. and
Loyal Legion, |

To the Editor NaTioNAL TRIGUNE:
As an officer of the Regzular army of over |
thirty-seven years’ service, I have been sur- |
prised to {find so small a representaiion from

| our numbers a3 members of the Loyal Lagion
| and a still smaller representation in the Grand | 20
The writer of this did |

| mot join these orzanizatiors until wil

Army of the Republie.
hin the

past few years, being nnder the impression that |
a political significanco was attached to both., I
trust I may be able '
tions in such a light as will induce efficers and

scldiers who served honorably during the rebel-

to present Lnese Organiza-

lion to become members of the Grand Army of
c¢luding such as served as eulisted men in the
rebellion, to become members of the military
order of the Loyal Legion,

TeEe NatTioNAL Tripune, containing so
much of interest, should be in the librury of
every military post, and no doubt both odicers
and enlisted men would be much intercsted |
in the articles coming from officers and soidicrs
of the war of the rebellion, now scattered all
over the conntry. This paper is a most worthy
exponent of the priuciples of the Grand Army |
of the Bepublic. The diseussion of polities i
not allowed in the Grand Armny of the Eepub-
lic—Fraternity, Loyalty and Charity are its |

i i |

principles? The eath of seerecy in no way in- | o

terfores with one's duty to his God, self
fainily, and all religious sects arve represe
in the Order. But few of our militery
are too smail not to have a sailicient 1

of those who served in the releliion

near & Post of the Grmaad Army

members of the same. As there is no provizi
for perpetuating this Order, and, very properl;
80, every ofliccr or soldier with an honombl
record should have the badge of this

leave to his family. The military or

Loyal Legion is open to membership by officer
now commissioned who served os either officers
or enlisted men during the rebellion; by ¢
eldest son of such oilicer
age, and by the eldest son of an olficer who w
killed ordied of wounds received dorin
rebellion, and who, bad he sarvi

kave been eligible for membarmship., Applie
tions have been made for membership by o
cers who are not eligible by reason of their
fathers not having availed themselves of the
privilege during their lifetime, aud this <honld
make it a duty by those eligible to join the |
order, in order that momborship may be perpet-
uated in their familics—such us in the Soeicty
of the Cincinnati, orgacized at the close of the

il '.l\‘t"u‘.:-"lill"‘ yoal

| army.

| prisoners thas

i hosgatal, and

| andt

| .

| fantry.
| greas

i Slon.

1 t_I“.'r

I Wi

military order of the Loyal Legion of the
United States. Yours, very respectiully,
W. L. EcriorT,
B'v't Major-Gen., U. 8. A., retired
SAN Fraxcisco, CAL, June 9,

FROM A BdY'S DIARY.

How the Battle of Gettysburg Impressed & Collage
Student There,
To the Editor NATIONAL TRizUNE:

Observing an article in the columns of Tas
TrieUNE indicating some controversy as to
the hour of the first day’s battle at Gettyshurg
when General Howard's corps (the Eleventh) e
treated, I have consulted a diury made at the
time by me in peneil and in shorthand, ba$
I send
you a verdatim transeript of the diary covering
the period of the battle, but I wish to stale
from mcmory that it must have besn sbout
noon when our little party of students reached
Cemetery Hill. Reynolds’ corps had already
fallen back and the body of General Reynolds
had beeu pliced in asmall buildinz near the
cemetery and was guarded, so that we weve nol
perizitted to view it a3 we desired. General
Howard was himsclf on Cemetery Hill, sus-
rounded by his staff, and was pointed out to us

| by & member of the Sanitary or Christian
| Commission, who said that he was a brothes of

the general. The Eleventh Corps went into

| line of battle in faull view in the open fields
| beyond the town, and we could clearly see

withont the aid of glasses the fearfal disnd
vantage under which it labored, the enemy

| having been sheltered by bills and woo_lh.

Finally rebel batteries were placed in &

which commanded the flaak of the corpsem
the west, and then it began for the first time
to waver. A large squadron of cavalry from
the rear of the town charzed upon the buiteries,

| but as rebel infuntry were massed in gread

nombers behind them, the eavalry were re-
pulsed and the Eleventh Corps at once retweated
through the town and to Cemetery Hill, closely
followed into the town by the rebels. When
we retarned to Geitysburg, about dusk. thers
was quite & number of Fuderal killed Iying im
the streets, and the résreating soldiers who ran
into cellars for profeeiion, as many did, were
either killed or captured. The refareuce in
Wednesday’s diary to onr ammy falling back
about 4:30 p. m. is to the Eleventh Corps. If
I may be pardoned for a personal allusion, I
will state that I was then a mere lud, who kad
reached Pennsylvania for the first time

few days before the invasion of Lee:
harried to Harrisburg aad enlisted in

service that seemed open to me, the
militia; that I wae assigned to a regi

camp mnear Gettysburg, but which before [
reached there had been dispe i

gtudents at the eoliege shere, to learn tho where-
abouts of our regiment when the battie oc-
curred. I may add that [ scon afterwards
entered the volunteer service and served to the
close of the war as & private in the Army of
the James, an army which in the campaign of
1861 did more hard fighting than history seems
to credit it with haviog done.
CHURcEVILLE, VA, T. F. Sayzy
A BOY'S DIARY OF GETTYSEURG.
Tuesday, 30.—Still at Gettysburg. About 3,008
Federal cavalry bave advanced and taken up &
position just Deyond the
the mountzin & few miles further west,
is expected to-morrow.
Wedresday, July 1, 1553 —A% Wa m.
commensed cannonading. The Fedemuls
batteries on all the hills west of ti:e to A pusty
of six of us left the town for the purpuse of '
the fight. We repaired fo the celuetery. ;
a cousiderable shower of rain. It becomin
hot for ns at the cemetery, —that io, the shells eom-
menced falling pretiy close to us, and the Federaly
planting a bultesy near ua,—we leit. We also had
another considerable shower of rain. We made a
flank movement and stopped at & house which
screened us from the rain, wxd also procursd some-
thing to eat. After this we got o very good posie
tion, where we had an excellent view of the Seld
of battle, It becoming too warm for us thers, we
fell back about bhalf a mile, and thus we continacd
to shifl our posilion. In the course of the
many shells passed very near us, About 450 p,
our armny commeneed falling baek and wonmndo &
Rk movement, passing tlroagh the retresti
The Federals feil back about a miie,
the rebels took ﬁnme:ssi.;n of the town. About 400
snw were ken, After fonking
the Federal srmy we got into the woods, whieh
was filied with stragglers. These told ws that the

| rebels were at the edge of the woods but & fow

hundred yurds from ns.  Fearing the woods wounld
be shellad, we hurried along about o mile and enme
to a honse, Wea took supper at this house, and
after resting ourselves we flanked the town, Fede
emal army, rebel srmy, and ail, and cave up in the
east of the town. We did not come in contacs with
any troops until we reaciied Lhe town, which was
occupied by the rebels. The relels seem very
social and think of nothing eise but tuking posses-
sion of the cemctery fo-merrow morninge. We
slept in the college as nsual o8 night, the lower
floor being ocenpied by the wounded and the
whole batlding closely guarded, none bat students
being ted 1o enler.

T % & m.—The rebels wera lurzely roe
last night. Since doevlizht there has been
scme mbhopiding, though not very brisk. The
weather is very forgy, slthough we have nok
had apy ruin since yesterday. 9 a m.—Rzbels
drawn up in line of btle at nrht ansles with the

i Saiutsiions are oceasionally  intepe
«i by nweans of bombshalls, and i1here isan

al firve of musketry., Noon —Sizimyisd
sulll going on along the lncs, ; the symics
have not as yet cuome to = general engagemnent,
Two Fedeml soldiers Lave died in the caliegs and
one just ontside. The collews is tmken for a rebel
a red ilug hns beew raised overif,
micled heeve bos little aitention paid
he rebels, 2 p. e —From the present
iirs I think it doubtful whether there
it to-duy. [ feel very hangry, aa the
I our bearding-honse yesterdey, and
¥ searce in fown., 430 g m.—The
cannon have o il & terrible fre.  The rebel bate
teries have opened npon the fank of the Feuerals,
botown is not in the runge of shot, Five
s Lder.—The rebels bhove opaned sovernl
b <om e pight of the wwn [ s writing
this amid the thundering volleys of cannon. G p.
e rebel infuntry kove advaneed upen the
Federal battevies, Cannena s censod v &
great wensure, its place havin wei kv by ine
5 p. m—The rebels bave silenced the
t af our batiesies, sad the tide of battle
il I Our srooy will, mo donbs,
make o refeent, and is in fict @alling back. Tha
weather became calm andd cleny this lorenoon, and
remiined so. 7 p. me—The battle s maing more
fiercely than ever. The Felerals nre contesting
every mch « Indecd, our treops seem o
have been ; =hiing to depern-
AL ¢ amal I, who ajlone of
he students had remained in the enilege during
fight, wend o President Batker's for protec-
ti Previoes to this o alia!l haed expinded in the
emmpiz<, and a portion of it <lruck (he collezs walls,
were in the cellurof Pr. Binser's Lonse for
awhile, but the firing cessed for the day sbout §
p. m. The Hghiing during she hter pars of the
day was nearer town, altho ir lefl
werl v the

The lottle is 29 vet unl
I1¢ ] mled, and then
I's et diipe
1 M wWea open
OTE wWere soImng
the adicining
-, ¥ o "l!j'.
» cannon were thund :
v direation,
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“ Gy & all
+ nart of anur &

il rauble distancs,. The
s vory suuch excited,
& desparate attompt to taks &
. § 8 defewlad by more than one
guns With many meore neare at hand., £350
p. m—The arnvies are griting further away, botls
making o movement soutliwardl.  The flring is ool
sa honvy.e 7 p.o m—Tho fizhe it seegs, bas ol
for to-duy. I did not egqual that of yosterdiny.
Althougzh there was canmmaling, principally, e
day, the rebels were evidenily woarsied,
Siwrdry f—Awoke alker a relveshing doed W9
find the Vederul troogs in towi,

It el

N 2C St
.




